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Anomalous sulphur isotopes in plume lavas reveal
deep mantle storage of Archaean crust
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James Farquhar5, James M. D. Day6 & Erik H. Hauri7

Basaltic lavas erupted at some oceanic intraplate hotspot volcanoes
are thought to sample ancient subducted crustal materials1,2.
However, the residence time of these subducted materials in the
mantle is uncertain and model-dependent3, and compelling evid-
ence for their return to the surface in regions of mantle upwelling
beneath hotspots is lacking. Here we report anomalous sulphur
isotope signatures indicating mass-independent fractionation
(MIF) in olivine-hosted sulphides from 20-million-year-old ocean
island basalts from Mangaia, Cook Islands (Polynesia), which have
been suggested to sample recycled oceanic crust3,4. Terrestrial MIF
sulphur isotope signatures (in which the amount of fractionation
does not scale in proportion with the difference in the masses of the
isotopes) were generated exclusively through atmospheric photo-
chemical reactions until about 2.45 billion years ago5–7. Therefore,
the discovery of MIF sulphur in these young plume lavas suggests
that sulphur—probably derived from hydrothermally altered
oceanic crust—was subducted into the mantle before 2.45 billion
years ago and recycled into the mantle source of Mangaia lavas.
These new data provide evidence for ancient materials, with nega-
tive D33S values, in the mantle source for Mangaia lavas. Our data
also complement evidence for recycling of the sulphur content of
ancient sedimentary materials to the subcontinental lithospheric
mantle that has been identified in diamond-hosted sulphide inclu-
sions8,9. This Archaean age for recycled oceanic crust also provides
key constraints on the length of time that subducted crustal mate-
rial can survive in the mantle, and on the timescales of mantle
convection from subduction to upwelling beneath hotspots.

Oceanic crust and sediments are introduced to the mantle at sub-
duction zones, but the fate of this subducted material within the man-
tle, as well as the antiquity of this process, is unknown. Earth’s mantle
is chemically and isotopically heterogeneous, and it has been suggested
that some of this heterogeneity derives from geochemically diverse
subducted oceanic1 and continental2 crustal material that is mixed with
the ambient mantle following subduction. It has also been suggested
that different types of crustal materials generate different isotopic end-
members in the mantle10—including HIMU (high m 5 238U/204Pb),
EM1 (enriched mantle I) and EM2 (enriched mantle II)—and these
endmembers are sampled by mantle melts erupted at oceanic hotspot
volcanoes. Owing to the loss of fluid-mobile Pb from altered basalt
during subduction11, oceanic crust processed in subduction zones is
thought to form a HIMU reservoir in the mantle and, over time, this
reservoir develops extreme radiogenic Pb-isotope compositions1,3,4,10.

Basaltic lavas on the island of Mangaia exhibit the most radiogenic
Pb-isotope compositions observed in ocean island basalt (OIB) glo-
bally (see, for example, refs 3 and 4) and represent the HIMU mantle
endmember. Mangaia lavas have long been suggested to sample melts
of recycled oceanic crust3,4. However, such an origin for this signature
has been questioned and alternative models that favour metasomatic

processes to generate the HIMU mantle beneath Mangaia have been
suggested12,13. Here we report MIF S-isotope compositions in Mangaia
lavas that require the presence of recycled, ancient (.2.45 Gyr old)
surface material in the HIMU mantle source for Mangaia lavas.

Fresh basaltic glass for S-isotope measurement is not available from
Mangaia, where subaerial lavas are ,20 million years old14 and have
suffered from extensive weathering in a tropical climate. However,
magmatic olivine phenocrysts encapsulate primary magmatic sul-
phides and isolate them from surface weathering processes. Olivine
phenocrysts were separated from three basaltic lavas collected from
Mangaia. The largest inclusions were exposed for S-isotope analysis by
secondary ion mass spectrometry (SIMS). Whereas sulphides ,10mm
in diameter are relatively common, the largest sulphides, which permit
replicate S-isotope measurements, are exceedingly rare (thousands of
olivine fragments from many kilograms of rock were examined indi-
vidually under a microscope and only two sulphide inclusions were
large enough to permit replicate S-isotope analyses). The other sul-
phides were either too small for measurement by SIMS, or were suffi-
ciently large for only a single S-isotope analysis (see Supplementary
Information and Fig. 1 for sulphide descriptions). An olivine separate
was prepared and analysed using chemical extraction techniques and
gas-source isotope ratio mass spectrometry (IRMS) to provide an
independent measurement comparison with the SIMS results.

Sulphur isotopes were measured by SIMS at the NordSIMS facility
in Stockholm, Sweden, in four sulphide inclusions recovered from
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IRD R163,5 rue Kessler, 63038 Clermont-Ferrand, France. 3SwedishMuseumof NaturalHistory, Box 50007,SE-104 05 Stockholm,Sweden. 4DepartmentofGeological Sciences, Stockholm University, SE-
106 91 Stockholm, Sweden. 5Department of Geology and ESSIC, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland 20742, USA. 6Geosciences Research Division, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jolla,
California 92093-0244, USA. 7Department of Terrestrial Magnetism, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Washington DC 20015, USA.

a b

60 μmOlivine

Glass

Sulphide

Olivine

Sulphide

pnpo ccp

60 μm

Figure 1 | Reflected-light photomicrographs of sulphide inclusions.
a, MGA-B-47 sulphide inclusion. The sulphide was homogenized on a heating
stage before exposure and analysis, and the primary magmatic sulphide
mineralogy was lost during this process. b, MGA-B-25 sulphide inclusion. The
sulphide was not homogenized, and hosts three coexisting magmatic phases:
chalcopyrite (ccp), pentlandite (pn) and pyrrhotite (po). The other two
sulphides examined in this study (not shown, see Supplementary Fig. 3) were
separated from whole rock sample MG1001. The MG1001B-S17 sulphide
inclusion contains chalcopyrite and pyrrhotite. The MG1001B-S14
sulphide inclusion, which does not have a D33S anomaly, contains pyrrhotite,
pentlandite, chalcopyrite and pyrite (a low-temperature sulphide phase
consistent with a non-magmatic origin).
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three basaltic hand samples. Multiple spot analyses were made on each
of the two largest sulphides, MGA-B-25 (ten spot analyses) and MGA-
B-47 (nine spot analyses), and a single spot analysis was performed on
each of two small sulphide inclusions from MG1001 (sulphides S14
and S17). Individual measurements of MGA-B-25 and MGA-B-47
were averaged (see discussion in Supplementary Information), and
give negative D33S anomalies (weighted averages 20.25 6 0.07% (2s)
and 20.34 6 0.08% (2s), respectively; see Supplementary Information
for discussion of uncertainty, and Supplementary Table 3) that are
statistically resolvable from ambient mantle sulphur (D33S 5 0).
Here D33S 5 d33S 2 [(1 1 d34S)0.515 2 1], d33SV-CDT 5 [(33S/32S)sample/
(33S/32S)V-CDT] 2 1, and similarly for d34S (details of the standards are
given in the Supplementary Information). The two sulphide inclusions
from sample MG1001 gave overlapping D33S values: inclusions S17
and S14 have respective D33S values of 20.17 6 0.27% (2s) and
0.03 6 0.28% (2s). The anomaly-free sulphide phase hosts pyrite,
which is consistent with a low-temperature, non-magmatic (modern)

origin for the sulphur in this sulphide, and suggests that not all olivine-
hosted sulphides in Mangaia lavas are magmatic. The d34S values of all
sulphide inclusions are less than 26.1% (see Supplementary Informa-
tion for discussion of d34S measurements), which are generally more
negative than the values encountered previously in magmatic sulphide
inclusions15. The possibility of dilution with normal mantle S (atD33S 5
0, d34S 5 0) during the magmatic process means that our inclusion data
probably represent mixtures, and more extreme compositions may exist
in the low d34S–negative MIF source region; some evidence for this
dilution comes from the apparent ‘mixing line’ of the inclusions, the
bulk olivine and ambient mantle (Fig. 2). Alternatively, the S-isotope
trend may simply reflect isotopic diversity observed in melt inclusions
from Mangaia16.

Following sulphur extraction by wet chemistry, S isotopes were also
measured in ,400 mg of bulk olivine separates from whole rock sam-
ple MGA-B-47 by gas-source IRMS at the University of Maryland.
D33S (20.12 6 0.04%) and d34S (23.28 6 2%) values are identified
in the bulk olivine separate (Supplementary Table 5), but the values are
smaller in magnitude than observed in the magmatic sulphides from
this sample. We consider it likely that the magnitude ofD33S and d34S in
the bulk olivine separates was diminished relative to the individual
magmatic sulphides by incorporation of sulphur into the bulk olivine
measurement, either through post-lava flow emplacement of secondary
pyrite in Mangaia olivines, or through dilution of an Archaean MIF-S
signature by mixing with an ambient mantle S-isotope composition.

Lead-isotope compositions of the two largest inclusions exhibiting
the clearest D33S anomalies were also measured by SIMS (Fig. 3; see
Methods and Supplementary Information). Both sulphide inclusions
exhibit Pb-isotope signatures indistinguishable from the whole rock
Pb-isotope analyses3, confirming that the anomalous S-isotope com-
positions are associated with the HIMU mantle reservoir. Olivine-
hosted sulphide inclusions from this locality were previously found
to have endmember HIMU compositions16,17.

A modern origin of the D33S anomaly in Mangaia sulphides is
improbable. Small variations in D33S (from 20.05% to 10.34%)
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Figure 2 | D33S versus d34S for olivine-hosted sulphide inclusions from
Mangaia (this study) and diamond-hosted sulphides (from ref. 8) compared
to previously published S-isotope data. Points shown are the weighted
averages of the individual analyses for MGA-B-47 and MGA-B-25 (n 5 9 for
MGA-B-47; n 5 10 for MGA-B-25) and single analyses for both MG1001
samples. Error bars are 95% confidence level for the MGA-B-25 and MGA-B-
47 weighted averages and 2s for the single analyses. The isotope composition of
the bulk olivine separate is also shown (see Supplementary Information).
Previously published sulphur isotope data are after figure 1 in ref. 7.
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Figure 3 | The Pb-isotope composition of olivine-hosted sulphides are the
same as Mangaia whole rocks. The Pb-isotope compositions of the two
olivine-hosted sulphides from MGA-B-25 and MGA-B-47 were obtained by
SIMS measurement (see Supplementary Information), and whole rock Pb-
isotopes for these samples were characterized in ref. 3. The new sulphide data
(black symbols) cluster around the HIMU mantle endmember defined by
previously published whole rock Pb-isotope data from Mangaia lavas (grey
field, using whole rock data from ref. 4 and references therein). The apices of the
quadrilateral are defined by the isotopic endmembers found in the oceanic
mantle (EM1, EM2, HIMU, DMM (depleted MORB mantle)). The average of
two Pb-isotope measurements of the same inclusion are shown for MGA-B-25
(see Supplementary Table 4). Error bars reflect the 2s standard error of the
mean (MGA-B-47) or the 2s weighted error of the mean (for the two
measurements of MGA-B-25).
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can be generated by biologically-controlled mass-dependent fractiona-
tion mechanisms18–20, but these mechanisms tend to generate positive
D33S values when d34S values are negative, and negative D33S when
d34S values are positive, rather than the observed negative D33S and
d34S values in Mangaia sulphides. These processes are also only known
to generate smaller magnitude negative D33S anomalies than those
observed in Mangaia sulphides.

Assimilation of ancient crustal materials is also an unlikely source of
the D33S anomalies. The oceanic lithosphere beneath Mangaia is too
young to have formed at a time when MIF S is known to have occurred.
It is also unlikely that Mangaia lavas were contaminated by stranded
blocks of Archaean continental crust, as tectonic reconstructions of the
Pacific plate21 place Mangaia far from the locus of continental rifting
and from Pacific fracture zones that may have stranded ancient con-
tinental material in this oceanic basin (see, for example, refs 22 and 23).

We suggest that MIF S in Mangaia lavas comes from a mantle
reservoir containing S subducted before 2.45 Gyr ago. The subducted
S was preserved in the convecting mantle, and remained associated
with the subducted package (subducted lithosphere 6 sediments), so
that its Archaean MIF signature was not completely diluted during its
.2.45-Gyr residence in the mantle. The lower mantle may be a ‘grave-
yard’ for subducted Archaean crust with negative D33S (ref. 8). Less
vigorous convective motions in this part of the mantle may be more
conducive to preserving mantle heterogeneities over long timescales.
Processes associated with buoyant upwelling could have transported
MIF-S-bearing material back to the surface where it melted beneath
Mangaia at 20 Myr ago. Sulphides in Mangaia melts were trapped and
encapsulated in growing magmatic olivine phenocrysts, thus preser-
ving the MIF signature during magma transport and eruption.

Positive and negative D33S have been documented previously in
diamond-hosted sulphide inclusions8,9, and these data complement
the negative D33S measurements reported in Mangaia. A conceptual
model suggested (ref. 8) for the origin of the positive D33S signature in
the diamond-hosted sulphides sheds light on the possible origins of the
negative D33S in Mangaia. Photolysis of volcano-sourced Archaean
sulphur (with initial D33S 5 0%) occurred in an oxygen-poor (and
therefore ozone-poor) atmosphere relatively transparent to solar ultra-
violet radiation. Photochemical fractionation acting on atmospheric
sulphur species generated geochemical reservoirs with complementary
positive D33S (reduced and elemental sulphur species) and negative
D33S (oxidized species such as sulphate). Elemental sulphur with posi-
tive D33S in the atmosphere was deposited in surface reservoirs and
converted to sulphide. The positive D33S of the sulphur identified in
the diamond-hosted sulphide inclusions corresponds to that found in
Archaean sedimentary sulphides, suggesting a sedimentary origin for
the positive D33S in the diamond-hosted sulphides8. The Archaean
sulphur-bearing sediment was subducted into the mantle source of
the Orapa diamonds, encapsulated in diamond, and preserved until
transport to the surface in a kimberlite eruption.

The data reported here include the first observation of non-zero
D33S in OIB. We suggest that the negative D33S identified in Man-
gaia sulphides originates from the Archaean oceanic sulphate pool
that is complimentary to the sedimentary pyrite, and that this MIF
S-isotope signature was incorporated into oceanic crust following
bisulphide formation in Archaean hydrothermal systems (Supplemen-
tary Fig. 1). Archaean rocks with a clear oceanic association tend to
exhibit negative D33S signatures. Indeed, hydrothermally-influenced
Archaean deposits tend to exhibit negative D33S (refs 24–28). Sub-
duction of hydrothermally-altered Archaean basalt into the mantle
can produce a negativeD33S reservoir of subducted oceanic lithosphere
in the deep mantle that may also help to explain the apparent bias to
positive D33S values seen in compilations of published analyses6,7.
Therefore, the negative D33S of sulphides analysed here point to an
ancient crustal source with oceanic affinities for Mangaia sulphur. An
origin associated with Archaean crustal material is also consistent with

other geochemical characteristics of the Mangaia lavas, such as the
radiogenic Pb-isotope compositions1,3,4,10.

The S-isotope compositions from Mangaia require a protolith with
the unusual combination of negative D33S and negative d34S values.
Whereas the negative D33S can only have been generated in the
Archaean atmosphere, the origin of the negative d34S signature in
Mangaia sulphides is less well-constrained. Archaean volcanogenic
massive sulphide (VMS) deposits hosted in komatiites represent a
possible candidate for the recycled protolith melted beneath Man-
gaia, as such deposits can have both the negative D33S and negative
d34S (ref. 24) that approach those identified in Mangaia sulphides.
Komatiites may have been commonly erupted on the seafloor during
the Archaean29, where they could have incorporated negative D33S
values by seawater sulphate reduction at hydrothermal settings, as
evidenced by some Archaean VMS deposits24. Therefore, one possible
model for the S-isotope composition of Mangaia sulphides is that it
originates in hydrothermally-modified mafic sources, similar to the
komatiite-hosted VMS deposits24, that were subsequently subducted
into the mantle during the Archaean.

Whereas VMS deposits trend in the direction of negative D33S and
negative d34S identified in Mangaia sulphides, the available S-isotope
data on VMS deposits do not extend to the low d34S values we observe
in Mangaia. Therefore, we cannot exclude alternative mechanisms that
might have generated the combination of negative D33S and negative
d34S in the Archaean. The combination of negative D33S and d34S
(down to 20.71% and 28.3%, respectively) was identified in Arch-
aean sulphides from the Gamohaan formation, South Africa30, where
negative d34S was attributed to bacterial reduction of sulphate (a pro-
cess demonstrated to generate extreme negative d34S signatures31)
while preserving its negative D33S anomaly inherited from photolytic
reactions in the atmosphere. High degrees of melt degassing under
reducing conditions might also generate highly negative d34S values,
but this would require the melt to have initially negative D33S, inhe-
rited from the Archaean atmosphere, so that the final degassed product
has the combination of S-isotope compositions observed in Mangaia
inclusions. Although the exact mechanism for generating negative d34S
is unknown, the key feature in the Mangaia data set is that the sulphide
inclusions and bulk olivine separate have D33S anomalies that could
only have been generated in the Archaean atmosphere.

The identification of MIF S in Mangaia lavas places two critical
constraints on the origin of the HIMU mantle. First, several recent
models invoke metasomatic processes occurring within the mantle to
generate the HIMU reservoir (see, for example, refs 12 and 13), but
such models do not explicitly invoke materials recycled from surface
reservoirs and therefore cannot explain MIF S in HIMU lavas. The
discovery of MIF S requires subduction of surface materials into the
mantle to generate the HIMU reservoir sampled by Mangaia lavas.
Second, theD33S anomaly associated with Mangaia lavas places a lower
limit on the formation age of the HIMU mantle domain, namely,
2.45 Gyr ago (Supplementary Fig. 2). The Archaean age for HIMU
formation indicated by S isotopes conflicts with earlier estimates that
are based on two-stage Pb-isotope model ages of ,1.8 Gyr ago (ref.
10), and this discrepancy may imply a more complicated history for Pb
isotopes (that is, more than two stages of Pb differentiation are pos-
sible) than generally assumed for the generation of the HIMU mantle.
The .2.45-Gyr age constraint from S isotopes indicates that mantle
heterogeneities generated by subduction of surface materials into the
mantle can be preserved over long timescales—from the Archaean to
present—in the convecting mantle.

The new D33S measurements confirm inferences about the cycling
of sulphur between the major reservoirs from the Archaean to the
Phanerozoic, extending from the atmosphere and oceans to the crust
and mantle, and ultimately through a return cycle to the surface that,
here, is completed in Mangaia lavas. It remains to be seen whether
lavas erupted at other HIMU hotspots and hotspots sampling different
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compositional mantle endmembers (for example, EM1 and EM2) will
exhibit evidence for recycling of Archaean protoliths.

METHODS SUMMARY
Three basaltic rock samples from Mangaia were crushed, sieved and picked for
olivines hosting melt inclusions. Two of the four sulphides analysed here were
homogenized using two different techniques (see Methods), and the other two
sulphides were not homogenized. Following exposure of the sulphides, the sam-
ples were pressed in indium, dried in a furnace, cleaned and then gold coated for
SIMS analyses.

In situ Pb- and S-isotope measurements were made using a CAMECA IMS 1280
SIMS instrument at the Swedish Museum of Natural History, Stockholm
(NordSIMS facility). All four isotopes of Pb were measured at a mass resolution
of 4,860 (M/DM) by static four-electron multiplier configuration using a 16O2

2

primary ion beam with 23 kV incident energy. Corrections for instrumental mass
fractionation were made using natural basaltic glass standards.

The three most abundant S-isotopes (32S, 33S and 34S) were measured at a mass
resolution of 4,860 (M/DM; sufficient to resolve 33S2 from 32S1H2) by static
multicollection on Faraday detectors using a 133Cs1 primary beam with an inci-
dent energy of 20 kV. Corrections for instrumental mass fractionation were made
using natural sulphide standards. Full procedures for Pb- and S-isotope analysis at
NordSIMS are outlined in the Methods.

Sulphur isotope measurements were made on sulphide inclusions in acid-
washed olivine separates from sample MGA-B-47. Sulphur was extracted using
Cr reduction techniques and converted to silver sulphide that was analysed as SF6

by gas-source IRMS at the University of Maryland using techniques described in
the Methods.

Major element compositions of sulphides, host-olivine and glass were deter-
mined using a CAMECA SX100 electron microprobe at the Laboratoire Magmas
et Volcans, Clermont-Ferrand, France.

Full Methods and any associated references are available in the online version of
the paper.
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METHODS
Sample preparation and selection. Three basaltic samples (MG1001, MGA-B-25
and MGA-B-47) were crushed and sieved. Olivines hosting melt inclusions were
picked using a binocular microscope. One olivine-hosted melt inclusion (sample
MGA-B-47) was homogenized using a Vernadsky-type heating stage while moni-
toring the homogenization temperature of the inclusion. Batches of 50–150 mg of
olivine crystals from sample MG-1001 were homogenized using a gas-mixing
furnace at 1,280 uC for 20 min at a near iron–wüstite buffer condition. Duration
and oxygen fugacity of this batch homogenization technique closely mimicked the
homogenization procedure by the heating stage. Two sulphide inclusions were
homogenized, but the other two (MGA-B-25 and MG1001-S14) were not.
Following exposure of the sulphides by polishing, sulphides were pressed into
an indium mount, re-polished, cleaned with deionized water, and dried at
100 uC for 24 h before applying a gold coat.
In situ lead isotope measurements. In situ Pb-isotope measurements of the
sulphides used methods described elsewhere32. A 213 kV 16O2

2 primary ion beam
illuminated a 200mm mass aperture to produce a ,7–8 nA, 20mm, slightly ellip-
tical, flat bottomed crater. Target areas were subjected to a 180 s pre-sputter with a
25 3 25mm raster to remove the Au coating and clean the surface of extraneous
Pb. The unrastered 10 kV secondary ion beam was centred in a 4,000mm field
aperture (field of view on the sample approximately 25 3 25mm at 1603 transfer
magnification) by scanning the transfer deflectors, and the beam was maximized
to the peak of the energy distribution (45 eV window) by scanning the sample
voltage. The magnetic field was locked at high precision using an NMR field sensor
throughout the analytical session. The mass spectrometer used an entrance slit
width of 60mm and a common exit slit width of 250mm on four ion counting
secondary electron multipliers (EMs), corresponding to a mass resolution (M/
DM) of 4860, sufficient to resolve Pb from molecular interferences in sulphides
and glasses. The detectors were positioned for simultaneous detection of 204Pb,
206Pb, 207Pb and 208Pb. Measurements consisted of 40–120 cycles of 20 s integ-
ration. An electronically gated 60 ns deadtime correction was used. Typical back-
ground levels on the EMs were ,0.02 c.p.s., which was negligible at the level of Pb
signal measured. Each set of 40 cycles took ,20 min. See Supplementary
Information for discussion of internal and external precision for in situ analyses
of Pb isotopes.
In situ sulphur-isotope measurements. Multiple S-isotope measurements fol-
lowed the analytical protocol described by ref. 33. A 210 kV primary beam of
133Cs1 was critically focused onto the sample, yielding a 2 nA primary beam and
spot with a diameter of ,5mm which was rastered over 5 3 5mm during data
acquisition to homogenize the sampling. Target areas were subjected to a 70 s pre-
sputter with a 20 3 20mm raster to remove the Au coating. The 5 3 5mm rastered
10 kV secondary ion beam was centred in a 2,500mm field aperture (field of view
on the sample of ,25 3 25mm at 1003 transfer magnification) by automated
scanning of the transfer deflectors. Sample charging was minimized by use of a
low-energy normal-incidence electron gun and no energy adjustments were neces-
sary. The magnetic field was locked at high precision using an NMR field sensor
for the entire analytical session. The mass spectrometer used an entrance slit width
of 90mm and a common exit slit width of 250mm on the three Faraday detectors
used to measure 32S, 33S and 34S, corresponding to a mass resolution (M/DM) of
4,860. Faraday amplifiers were housed in an evacuated, thermally stabilized

chamber and used a 1010V input resistor on the 32S channel and 1011V on the
other channels. Typical secondary ion signals of 109 c.p.s. on 32S were obtained and
each analysis consisted of 64 s of data integration.

The S-isotope data were obtained in two analytical sessions. Analyses of the
unknown sulphides were bracketed by measurements of two non-MIF pyrite
standards, Ruttan and Balmat34 and a MIF pyrite from the Isua Greenstone
Belt33. Ruttan alone was used for calculation of instrumental mass fractionation
while Ruttan, Balmat and the Isua pyrite were used to constrain the mass depen-
dent fractionation line for each session. In the second session, an in-house,
strongly negative d34S pyrite concretion (Gabon) was used to further verify the
mass dependent fractionation line, but was not used to calculate instrumental
mass fractionation or to constrain the mass dependent fractionation line. See
Supplementary Information for external precision of S-isotope measurements.
Sulphur-isotope measurements on bulk olivines. Sulphur isotope measurement
of sulphide inclusions in ,400 mg of olivine separates from sample MGA-B-47
were extracted using chemical techniques and measured by gas source isotope
ratio mass spectrometry at the University of Maryland. Acid washed (HF and HCl)
olivine separates were crushed in an agate mortar under ethanol and transferred to
an apparatus like that described in ref. 35 where they were reacted with a hot acidic
Cr(II) solution. Sulphide released in this process was captured as silver sulphide,
which was washed, dried and wrapped in clean Al foil. The foil with silver sulphide
was placed in a Ni tube where it was reacted with fluorine gas, overnight at 250 uC.
Product SF6 was purified using cryogenic and chromatographic techniques, and
frozen into a micro inlet on a ThermoFinnigan MAT 253, which was used for
determination of isotope ratios. The sample size was small (100mg) and the flu-
orination yield was low (50%), suggesting either adsorbed water on the Al foil or
possible contaminants (for example, Al oxide coatings and oils that may not have
been completely cleaned off of the foil) in the silver sulphide. Uncertainties for
D33S are inferred from the mass spectrometry analyses, which yielded 60.04%
(2s). Uncertainties for d34S are estimated to be larger (61%, 2s) due to contribu-
tions of mass dependent fractionation during the chemical preparation (extrac-
tion, conversion and purification) of sulphur or mass spectrometric analysis. The
long-term reproducibility on fluorination is 0.016 (2s s.d.) for D33S and 0.30 (2s
s.d.) for d34S. Short-term reproducibility can be better for d34S and in rare cases for
D33S.
Major element measurements. Electron microprobe analysis for the determi-
nation of major element concentrations was completed at the Laboratoire Mag-
mas et Volcans, Clermont-Ferrand, France, on a Cameca SX 100 using standard
procedures.
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